BETAGOV TRIAL ASSISTANCE FORM

BetaGov offers assistance in planning and implementing randomized controlled
trials. Please complete this form to provide us with an outline of your trial idea. We
will then contact you to discuss in more detail.

Don't worry if you can't fill out every section.
This form is designed to give you an idea of the

kinds of components important to consider
when developing a trial. Please contact us if
you would like help filling out this form.

TRIAL DESCRIPTION

Proposed name of trial: Reminder Binder

Will this trial
[O] test an existing practice/policy

Is this something that is already

) ) taking place that you would like to
|:| test a new practice/policy

evaluate? Or is it a new practice or
policy that you would like to test?

What is the aim of this trial?

What is your
main reason for

Getting students to complete all homework assignments, and stay up-to-date with the rest of the

wanting to do class.

this trial?

What is the rationale of this trial?

Why is this new
policy needed?
What are the

reasons behind

A large percentage of students are falling behind on homework assignments, or just not doing them.
This is affecting their class grade, and their overall grade point average (GPA). Here at Universal
High, administrators and teachers feel that if parents know there is homework, students may turn

their assignments in more frequently.

the change?

Will you be
testing a new
procedure
compared to an
existing
procedure? If
so, than this is
two conditions.

TRIAL DESIGN

How many conditions will be tested? 1

If you want to
test more than

Briefly describe these conditions:

one new
procedure or
more than one
existing
procedure, just
add them up.

Intervention/new condition:
The new

procedure is

The intervention group will be required to 1) have their reminder binder filled out by each of their
called the

teachers and 2) have their reminder binder read and signed by their parents, both on a daily basis.

"intervention"
condition.
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Comparison/control/existing condition:

The control group will be business-as-usual, with no requirements to ensure 1) that the parents
You may use know their children have homework and 2) that the student does not forget what their assignment is.

this block to

describe any
additional

conditions

you want to
include in
the trial.

How long do

you want to

run this trial
for?

Who are
your
potential
participants,
and where
are they
coming
from?

What makes
participants

eligible to be in
the trial?

Comparison/control/existing condition:

How long will the intervention take?

5 weeks. Students get progress reports every 5 weeks.

TRIAL SAMPLE/ PARTICIPANTS

Please describe the sample/participants to be included this trial:

Students in grades 9-12 from Universal High School

How many participants will you need in each condition?
100, for a total of 200

Describe any specific characteristics necessary to be eligible to participate:

GPA of 2.0 or lower
Homework turn-in rate of 69% or below

Are there any characteristics that would make someone ineligible for this trial?

GPA of 2.1 or higher
Homework turn-in rate of 70% or higher
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How many
participants do
you think you
will need to

show whether
or not this

practice/policy

was effective?

What
excludes

potential
participants?




Will you
include all How will you identify potential participants?
individuals in ) . ) ) ) _
el Ask teachers to identify students in their classes who meet the requirement of having a 69%
oronly a homework turn-in rate or lower.
certain
segment of
your
population?

How will you assess eligibility of potential participants?

Group students with their assigned counselors and have counselors determine the second
requirement of having a GPA of 2.0 or power by checking their grades.

METHODS AND OUTCOMES

Which factor(s) What is the primary outcome/event/behavior that you want to measure?
will determine
whether or not
this policy/
practice was
effective?

1) Was their homework binder signed on a daily basis?
2) Did their homework turn-in rate improve?
3) Did their GPA improve?

How will you measure this outcome?

For example, will
you review
administrative
data, talk to your
front-line staff,

CETRGEINE How will trial data be collected?

Evaluating progress reports which already have data regarding missing or turn in homework
assignments, teachers' daily reports of whether or not the homework binder was signed, and GPA.

candidates, or [ Data that already exists
“:::cti;i':" [C]Data to be collected after trial begins
assessment? [CIData to be collected specifically for this trial by

[]Observation []Survey []interview []Other

How will you determine the outcome of the trial?

What needs to
happen in If 50% or more students improve their homework turn-in rate and GPAs.
order for you
to determine
that this new
policy/practice
is effective?
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INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR AGENCY/ORGANIZATION

Contact person and contact information: Jane Jones

Name of your agency and location: Universal High School
Universal Park, CA
Where will this trial be conducted? (locations and settings)

Universal High School

Does your agency/organization/department require approval by an on-site ethics committee or institutional
review board?

DLGERTIOAT IR LI |f yes, name of on-site committee/board:
know this; we can

explore this item as the
project develops.

In what way
can BetaGov
help you with

this trial?

What is it that

you

specifically

need help
with?

i ici i ial?
What is the anticipated start date for this trial? January 1, 2016

Please describe how BetaGov can assist you in planning and implementing this trial, and if there are other
pertinent issues not already specifically addressed.

We need help picking participants from the eligible pool we already have. Once the trial is complete,
we also would like BetaGov's assistance evaluating the data.
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